
 

  High Desert Youth Range Camp  

Open to All High School Students! 

     Oregon is a dynamic and 
diverse state with unique 
ecosystem landscapes.  The 
High Desert is throughout 
the Great Basin region in 
much of Eastern Oregon.  It 
is critical that all who utilize 
this vast landscape 
understand and appreciate 
the landscape and the 
resources. Decisions 
regarding the health and 
management of our natural 
resources are more critical 
than ever.  Attending the 
High Desert Youth Range 
Camp (HDYRC)  you will 
learn about these resources 
in a fun and exciting setting!   

June 17-21, 2012  
Northern Great Basin Experimental Range near Burns, Oregon 

   Why YOU will want to attend HDYRC: 

 Learn-by-doing for rangeland management practices. 

 Know about current rangeland issues. 

 Develop your leadership skills and basic range skills while having fun. 

 Network with other students and career professionals in the field of range 
science, soil science, ecology and wildlife biology. 

 Earn college credit and discover the educational options awaiting you 
after high school to pursue an education and career in rangeland or 
natural resource fields. 

 Earn the opportunity to attend the Society of Range Management (SRM) 
high school student forum and represent the state of Oregon, for free! 



 

High Desert Range Camp 2012 

Camp Basics – Everything you need to know…!  

Submit your application: Students can 
be from any state or province and must 
be in grades 9-12 at time of 
application. Students will be selected 
based upon their application. Space is 
limited.   
Cost: The cost is $175 per camper and 
is inclusive of all meals, transportation 
and materials at camp. Scholarships 
are available (total of $125/each) from 
local 
organizations.   Applications due:  

Monday April 30, 2012 

College Credit:   

Upon successful completion of 
range camp, students  will earn 
college credit at Treasure Valley 
Community College free of 
charge! 

Awards: Top camper will be 
awarded an all expense paid trip 
to  the Society of Range 
Management high school youth 
forum  in February 2013 in 
Oklahoma City, OK . 

Where is the 
HDYRC held?:   
The Northern 
Great Basin 
Experimental 
Range 
(NGBER) is 
about 35 
miles west of 
Burns, OR 
and 
encompasses 
over 16,000 
acres. The rangeland  is used by 
researchers investigating how to 
improve rangeland for livestock 
production and enhancing wildlife 
habitat. NGBER supports a variety 
of plant communities including 
western juniper, sagebrush and 
many of the grasses and forbs 
common to northern Great Basin 
rangelands.    



High Desert Range Camp 2012 

What’s going on at Range Camp?  
 Campers get to experience all planned activities out on the rangeland at 

NGBER.   Activities during range camp emphasize learn-by doing.  We  hike 
to our sites and enjoy being outside to make our investigations on 
rangelands first hand.  Be prepared for being outside, with good shoes or 
boots, sunscreen, hats, rain gear, insect repellent, etc.  

 Campers sleep in individual tents or with other same sex students.  
Arrangements are clarified once the student is selected to participate in 
the camp.  Since we will be outdoors in tents, campers must be prepared 
for conditions– rain or shine!  There are indoor restrooms and showers 
available.   

 Campers work together in teams.  Everyone is required to assist with daily 
chores around camp based upon a rotating schedule. 

 Around the campfire activities are planned each evening.  

Sunday afternoon June 17:  Arrive at NGBER by 1 pm 
Welcome to the Rangeland!  
Making sure you know where you are: A map and compass reading  
session and using GPS units to find coordinates. 
Campers cook a Dutch oven dinner around the campfire. 

                                Monday June 18:  Getting out on the Land  
Get down and dirty and find out about soils. 
It’s more than just sagebrush out there:  Identifying plants  
All about fire, grazing, weeds, and juniper 
Rangeland judging—it’s a contest!   

                                  Tuesday June 19: Getting out on the Land   
Covering the rangeland with a wildlife biologist:  Finding out what the animals of high 
desert need and how they survive.   
Activity on the riparian zone – water testing, insect sampling 

Wednesday June 20:  Ranch Field Trip   
Visit with a local rancher and complete a group conservation project.                                                                                                           

Around the campfire:  Team presentations for range management plans for wildlife. 

Thursday June 21:  Camp ends at 11 am  
Closing ceremonies:  Awards and thank you’s—families are  
welcome to join us for awards  
Camp clean-up and take-down 
 



Apply now, we welcome your participation!  

Applications are due to Anna-Marie Chamberlain by : April 30, 2012 

Students please submit a completed application and a letter of 
recommendation. 

All students will be notified of their acceptance by May 10, 2012 

High Desert Range Camp 2012 

For all the info contact:  
Anna-Marie Chamberlain 

OSU Malheur Co. Extension 
541-881-1417 

Anna-Marie.Chamberlain@ 
oregonstate.edu 
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 Isaac Studtman, from Long Creek, Or 
selected top 2011 camper to attend 2012 
Youth Forum in Spokane, WA sponsored 

by:  

Society of Range Management 
Pacific Northwest Section 

Range Camp Staff and Instructors include:  
▪ Anna-Marie Chamberlain, OSU Malheur Co. Extension, Ontario  

▪ Brenda Smith, ARS Burns ▪ Kirk Davies, ARS Burns ▪ Chad Boyd, ARS Burns  
▪  Matt Madsen,  ARS Burns, ▪ Marcus Nichols, Treasure Valley CC, Ontario  

▪ Tony Svejcar, ARS Burns ▪  John Bates, ARS Burns ▪ Lori Ziegenhagen, ARS Burns 
▪ Barbara Brody, OSU Malheur Co. Extension, Ontario ▪ Jarod Lemos,  ARS Burns  

▪ Sandy Porter, Treasure Valley CC, Ontario ▪ Dustin Johnson, OSU Harney Co. Extension  
▪ Jay Kerby, The Nature Conservancy, Burns ▪  Roxanne Bailey, Hines Middle School 
▪ Amy Smith, Burns High School ▪  Dan Safford, Idaho Dept. of Ag. ▪ Thomas Segal, 

Oregon Dept. of Fish and Wildlife ▪  Christian Hagen, Oregon Dept. of Fish and Wildlife  

Amanda Gearhardt, ARS Burns▪  Lindsey Davies, BLM Burns  
 
 

2011 Campers  


